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April 3, 2011

For Immediate Release

The U.S. Embassy Warns Against Unaccredited Universities

Increasingly, the U.S. Embassy’s Education USA Advising Center is receiving inquiries from the
public regarding the authenticity or legitimacy of certain universities, colleges or other
institutions of higher education and their degree programs. There are more than 4,000 accredited
institutions of higher learning in the United States. In addition, there are institutions that are
legally incorporated but not accredited. The U.S. Embassy strongly cautions all prospective
students considering study at any institution of higher learning either located in the United
States, or outside, but claiming to be a branch of or in some way affiliated with a U.S. institution
to verify that the institution and degree programs are accredited by an accrediting
organization that is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. Individuals may
wish to check an institution’s accreditation on the following websites: http://chea.org or
http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/.

However, the U.S. Government and the U.S. Department of State make no warranty of any kind,
including as to the accuracy, currency and completeness of the information on these websites or
from other sources. The U.S. Department of State is providing the information as a public
service and not as an endorsement. If you have further questions please contact the Education
USA Educational Advisor at educationUSAsudan@state.gov.
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